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Strauss, Sousa, Sullivan "Specially in Summer 
RADETZKY MARCH 

EMPEROR WALTZ 
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Johann Strauss, Sr. 

In August of 1848 the Imperial Austrian Army, under 
General Radetzky, met the Italian forces in battle 
and scored a major victory. This occasioned great 
jubilation in Vienna and Radetzky became the hero of 
the day. During this period of rejoicing the elder 
Strauss composed a march. Nothing so typifies old 
Vienna. Its piquant melodies recalling the musical- 
comedy stage--indeed, all of Austria's military music 
contains the spice of operetta--are the perfect symbol 
of Austria's armies, gorgeously panoplied in the ballroom 
and pathetically ineffective on the field of battle. 
The main melody has a strong dash of pepper and something 
of the comic feeling of a children's march. The trio 
offers effective contrast, even the hint of a waltz lilt, 
possibly intended as a remembrance of the Vienna the 
soldiers had left behind. 

Johann Strauss, Jr. 

The ancestry of the waltz is somewhat lost in the haze 
of the medieval German dance and the French carmagnole. 
Some think the waltz comes from the German ldndler, or 
country-style dance. Nobody actually “created" the waltz. 
It grew out of Vienna's musical landscape--the sounds in 
the air, the Danube River, and the flower-covered meadows 
in the Vienna Woods. Some people claim that even the 
birds there sing in three-quarter time. All of the great 
waltzes--including the Emperor Waltz--contain the universal 
emotions of love, passion and suffering, sadness, resignation 
and hope. There is something for everyone, perhaps one 
reason for the waltz's universal appeal. 

GLORY OF THE YANKEE NAVY - March John Philip Sousa 

Often mistaken as a direct tribute to the branch of 
service which Sousa was to serve some eight years later, 
this piece was actually written for a musical comedy 
entitled “The Yankee Girl". This show starred the 
fabulous Blanche Ring. Sousa dedicated the march to her, 
and Kenneth S. Clark wrote the lyrics. 

SALVATION ARMY - March John Philip Sousa 

Sousa was much impressed by the sincerity of the 
Salvation Army's volunteer musicians. He conducted 
their massed bands in New York on the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Salvation Army on May 16, 1930, 
at which time they gave the first performance of this 
new march. It was dedicated to Commander Evangeline 
Booth, daughter of the Salvation Army's founder. 
Sousa was once profoundly moved by the Salvation Army's 
favorite hymn, "O Boundless Salvation", and included a 
strain of it in the march. 

Sir Arthur Sullivan 
Opening Number 
Jasper's Dance 
Poll's Dance 
Finale 

The ballet Pineapple Poll is a spoof of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan operettas. According to Charles MacKerras, the 
British conductor who composed this ballet, "The score is 
a patchwork quilt of tunes from most of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan operas. Everv bar of Pineapple Poll, even the 
short bridge passages, is taken from some opera or other." 






