
UWEC response to COVID-19



First response

As COVID-19 was spreading around the 
world, the United States had seen 
relatively low amount of cases.  The first 
email that had been sent out to Eau 
Claire students about COVID-19 was on 
January 27 2020.  It was a fact sheet 
about COVID-19 from Timothy Boehnen.  
At this time many people on campus 
including myself did not know a lot 
about COVID and were not aware of 
how dangerous it is.  



Chancellor Jim Schmidt response

The first email that the students at UWEC, UWEC-BC, and Marshfield had received 
from the Chancellor’s office was on  March 11, 2020.  It was about how the school 
was contacting the health department and monitoring COVID cases in the area.  At 
the time there was no confirmed cases in Eau Claire County or Baron County.  
They continued to give us updates and provided us with links to the CDC website 
and UWEC COVID webpage. The next day, Chancellor Schmidt announced he was 
holding a open forum and was answering questions about the schools future.  
Students were encouraged to watch the forum and asked questions online.



Online classes
On March 12th 2020, UWEC had official 
gone to all online classes.  They 
announced that all classes will be 
suspended from March 23rd through 
April 3rd 2020.  All classes that had 
been in-person were now online.  The 
plan was to resume in-person on April 
20th 2020.   When I read this email I 
was excited that school was cancelled 
for an extended period of time but I was 
also very sad because I enjoyed going 
to in-person classes.



The next update was on March 20th 2020.  At this time there was 150 cases in 
Wisconsin and only 1 in the Eau Claire County.  In this email, Chancellor Schmidt 
explained that UWEC, UWEC-BC and Marshfield will all be going to fully online the 
rest of the school year.  At that time they had also cancelled the commencement 
ceremony for graduating students.  They also planned to close all resident halls 
on April 4th and gave refunds to students that left the dorms.  

When I read this email I was kinda shocked, I was expecting to go back to school 
again on the 20th.  I think the school handled the situation very well and that it 
made me feel confident in the Universities ability to keep its students safe.





2020 Fall semester

On June 5th 2020, Chancellor Schmidt sent an email out regarding to the fall 
semester.  In that email, UWEC along with UW-Stout and UW-River Falls were all 
going back to in-person classes.  The semester would start on September 2nd 
2020.  

When I read this I was very excited because it meant that we could be back 
in-person instead of online.  It also meant that I could go back to campus and go 
to the library or get food at Davies.  It was very important news to hear for lots of 
students including myself.





2020 Fall semester continued

As we got closer to the start of the semester, the school introduced their 
BLUGOLD Flight Plan.  This includes wearing a mask on campus, social distancing 
and the BLUGOLD protocol app.  All of these were put in place to keep students 
and staff safe.  At the beginning of the semester each student was to sign the 
petition and fill out the app each day.  In each classroom, Davies and the Library 
there are limited seating options.  Another requirement is students living in the 
dorms must have 2 COVID-19 tests a week.  



COVID cases among Students and Staff

As of today December 11 2020, there have been 4 total cases among faculty/staff 
and 634 total student cases reported at UWEC.  They have recorded a total of 
28,874 COVID-19 at the UWEC campus.  They offer tests at Mcphee and Davies.  
They also offer PCR and Antigen tests at school.

For students that have tested positive or have in close contact are quarantined in 
Putnam hall or stuck in their dorms.  These last couple weeks there has been a 
spike in Isolated students on campus.



Fall Semester so far

So far the semester has been crazy.  I would have never expected that I would be 
taking all online classes and not be in-person.  For lots of people, including myself, 
it has been challenging and something that we have never experienced in our 
lives.  It has been very hard this year for many students to get the adequate 
education they need to pass their classes.  Lots of people, including myself, have 
dropped classes or withdrawn from classes because of online learning.  With 
everything going on I feel safe and confident while on campus at UWEC.


