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-PROGRAM NOTES-

Cait Nishimura- Beneath the Canopy

I've always cherished any time spent in the forest. While the
mighty and majestic treetops are what I'm drawn to first, I've come
to enjoy observing and investigating the environment that exists
beneath the canopy. It is here where many birds, animals, and
insects make their homes; where mushrooms and mosses magi-
cally appear; and where visitors to the forest leave footprints on
trails.

Beneath the Canopy is a hopeful, uplifting, and energetic piece
for concert band that is meant to evoke a walk through the woods.
The layers of melodies and harmonies throughout the piece
represent the various levels of the forest, from the ground to the
understory and up to the canopy. The colours and textures within
the ensemble depict the flora, fauna, and funga of the forest.

- Program Note excerpt by composer

Percy Grainger- Irish Tune

Grainger's Irish Tune from County Derry has stood the test of
time for a number of reasons: colorful sonorities, straightforward
accessibility,and a memorable climax. It is also a versatile piece,
playable by both younger band and mature players, symphonic
bands and wind ensembles. Irish Tune could balance a heavier
work on the concert program, or it could be a thoughtful closing
piece just before intermission. The broad appeal of this piece will
undoubtedly assure its position atop the wind band repertoire for
years tocome.

- Program Note from Great Music for Wind Band

Robert W. Smith- Celtic Carol

Celtic Carolis a setting of traditional melody known during the
holiday season as What Child Is This? Featuring the percussion
section, this particular setting draws the listener into a traditional
Irish celebration. The celebration begins with a mysterious solo
statement based on the first lines of the carol and ends with a very
exciting conclusion.

- Program Note from score



Shostakovich, arr. H.R. Reynolds- Prelude, Op. 34; No. 14

The Twenty-Four Preludes for Piano were composed in 1932-33,
and the Prelude in E-flat minor, Opus 34, No. 14 was one of this set.
Opening with a calm but strong chordal statement, the piece con-
tinues to build in a single direction to a grand climax of fff dynamics,
after which it quickly returns to the quiet mood and material of the
beginning. While only 36 measure long, one senses a much more
expansive and lengthy composition than its first few short measures
reveal.

- Program note by publisher

Michael Markowski- Shine

Shine is an exploration of brighter instrumental colors within a
world of softer, more muted textures. For me, the imagery of light
becomes all the more striking when rationed against these darkly
romantic landscapes.

You can hear this sort of rationing throughout the piece. For ex-
ample, the piece begins with a tight, sustained three-note cluster that
is meant to induce a kind of quiet, harmonic friction. The saxophones
enter first, flickering, and are soon joined by the French horns, whose
flutter tonguing intensifies the aural electricity. The rhythmic and
melodic energy builds to several short, brighter moments, but these
joyfulmoments don't stay long as we quickly submerge back into the
more meditative tones.

- Program Note excerpt by composer

Cait Nishimura- Autumn

The origin of the piece goes back to 2008 when Nishimura wrote
afree verse poem for an assignment in high school. When trying to
decide what to write, she found herself reflecting on how fall was a
special time of year because of the colors and emotions she associ-
ated with the season. Nearly ten years later, Nishimura found herself
reminded of the poem while thinking about the beauty and nostalgia
of fall. After finding the poem, she was compelled to set the words
to music and completed her composition of Autumn for SATB choir
within 24 hours.

- Program Note from Teaching Music through Performancein
Band

David Maslanka- Illumination

“lNlumination” -- lighting up, bringing light. | am especially interested in
composing music for young people that allows them a vibrant experi-
ence of their own creative energy. A powerful experience of this sort
staysin the heart and mind as a channel for creative energy, no matter
what the life path. Music shared in community brings this vital force to
everyone. lllumination is an open and cheerful piece in a quick tempo,
with avery direct A-B-A song form.

lllumination: Overture for Band was composed for the Franklin, Mas-
sachusetts', public schools. The commission was started by Nicole
Wright, band director at the Horace Mann Middle School in Franklin,
when she discovered that my grandnephew was in her band. The
piece was initially to have been for her young players, but the idea
grew to make it the center of the dedication concert at the opening of
Franklin’s new high school building. Rehearsals of lllumination were
actually the first musical sounds made in their fine new auditorium.

- Program note by composer

Amanda Aldridge (ed. Bove)- On Parade: Quick March

On Parade is an English “quick step” march featuring a typical first
and second strain, trio, and an unusual secondary trio area that modu-
lates the piece to a third tonal area. The original 1914 version of the
march was published under the male-sounding pseudonym Mon-
tague Ring.

The 2020 edition resolves several practical and stylistic issues with
the available 1914 Boosey & Hawkes score-less parts that can be
found through the U.S. Library of Congress or IMSLP. Instrument parts
have been struck or added to modernize the instrumentation. Stylisti-
cally, the dynamic range has been expanded and several courtesy
slurs and articulation markings have been added to facilitate cleanli-
ness of lines and phrases. Rehearsal letters, measure numbers, and a
tempo marking have been added for convenience and errata has been
fixed.

- Program Note from publisher

Alan Silvestri, Arr. Snyder and Murtha- The Polar Express

This enchanting holiday movie has become a yearly classic, and
the memorable score contributes to its unending popularity. This
fast-paced, well-scored medley can be performed by band alone or
with optional choir for a truly spectacular holiday event. The songs
included are: Believe; Hot Chocolate; The Polar Express and Spirit of
the Season.



